
KATAN	BANARAS

The	Black	Katan	Banarasi	Saree:	Why	This	One	Colour	Never	Goes	Out
of	Favour

Walk	into	any	Banarasi	weaving	cluster	in	Varanasi	and	ask	a	master	weaver	which	colour	is	hardest	to	get	exactly	right,	and
black	comes	up	more	often	than	you'd	expect.	It	absorbs	light	instead	of	reflecting	it,	which	means	every	zari	thread,	every	buti,
and	every	border	motif	has	to	be	woven	with	real	precision	or	the	pattern	simply	disappears	into	the	fabric.	That	difficulty	is
precisely	what	makes	 a	well-made	black	pure	 katan	 silk	 banarasi	 handloom	 saree	 such	 a	 striking	 piece	 once	 it's	 done
properly.

What	Makes	Katan	Silk	Different

Katan	 is	a	pure,	 twisted	silk	yarn,	and	 it	behaves	differently	on	 the	 loom	compared	 to	blended	or	art	silk.	 It	holds	 its	shape
without	going	limp,	drapes	with	a	certain	firmness	rather	than	clinging,	and	takes	zari	work	in	a	way	that	keeps	the	metallic
thread	sitting	on	top	of	 the	weave	 instead	of	sinking	 into	 it.	This	 is	why	a	genuine	katan	banarasi	silk	saree	 tends	 to	 feel
heavier	in	hand	and	looks	noticeably	richer	under	both	daylight	and	indoor	lighting,	especially	in	a	deep	shade	like	black	where
texture	does	most	of	the	visual	work.

Reading	the	Weave

On	a	black	base,	 the	border	and	pallu	carry	 the	story.	Traditional	motifs	such	as	paisleys,	 floral	 trails,	and	 jaal	patterns	are
worked	in	antique	gold	or	oxidised	zari,	creating	a	contrast	that	reads	as	formal	rather	than	flashy.	Small	scattered	butis	across
the	body	add	movement	without	overwhelming	the	base	colour,	which	is	part	of	why	this	combination	photographs	so	well	and
still	looks	composed	in	person,	whether	under	function	lights	or	in	daylight	for	a	daytime	wedding	event.

Why	Black	Works	for	So	Many	Occasions

Unlike	 brighter	 bridal	 reds	 and	 pinks	 that	 are	 tied	 to	 specific	 ceremonies,	 a	 black	 Banarasi	 saree	moves	 easily	 between	 a
cocktail	evening,	a	reception,	a	festive	family	dinner,	or	even	a	formal	work	event	where	a	saree	is	expected	but	the	occasion
isn't	strictly	traditional.	Pairing	it	with	polki	or	kundan	jewellery,	as	shown	against	a	black	backdrop,	brings	out	the	gold	work
without	competing	with	it,	and	it's	a	combination	that	photographs	consistently	well	across	different	lighting	setups.

Buying	One	That's	Genuinely	Handloom

Because	katan	silk	and	 its	weave	are	 labour-intensive,	a	real	handloom	piece	 takes	days	of	work	on	a	single	saree,	and	that
shows	in	subtle	irregularities	in	the	weave	that	machine-made	replicas	don't	have.	At	Katan	Banaras,	every	saree	in	our	pure
katan	silk	collection	is	sourced	directly	from	Varanasi's	weaving	families,	so	what	you're	getting	is	the	actual	craft,	not	a	power-
loom	approximation	dressed	up	to	look	like	one.

If	 you're	 considering	 a	 black	 Banarasi	 for	 your	 next	 occasion,	 it's	 worth	 seeing	 the	 weave	 and	 zari	 work	 up	 close	 before
deciding	on	a	piece	that	photographs	beautifully	but	doesn't	hold	up	under	close	inspection.
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