
 

 

 

Buying a Shipping Container in NZ? Here's What I Wish I'd Known First 

A few years back, I needed somewhere safe to keep tools and a bit of overflow stock, and I 

figured a shipping container was the obvious answer. It is  but I learned pretty quickly that 

there's more to it than picking the cheapest box on a website and waiting for it to turn up. If 

you're thinking about it too, here's the plain-English version of everything that actually matters, 

so you can skip the mistakes I made. 

The good news is that a container is one of the most useful things you can own. It's tough, it's 

secure, and it lasts for decades with almost no upkeep. The trick is matching the right unit to 

what you're actually going to use it for, and buying from someone who'll still pick up the phone 

after they've taken your money. 

New or Second-Hand? Be Honest About What You Need 

This is the first fork in the road, and people overthink it. There are basically two types worth 

knowing about. New, one-trip containers have made a single journey and are about as close to 

factory-fresh as you'll get. They look sharp, they're ISO-certified, and they're the right call if 

you're shipping goods overseas or planning to turn the container into something people will 

see, like an office or a café. 

Then there are cargo-worthy second-hand units. These have been around the block, but a 

reputable supplier inspects and quality-checks every one before it's sold. They're still wind- and 

watertight, they'll keep your gear bone dry through a Kiwi winter, and they cost a good deal 

less. For plain storage sitting on your property, this is almost always the smart buy. When I 

started comparing the range of shipping containers for sale NZ suppliers actually stock, I 

realised I'd been about to overpay for a brand-new box I was only ever going to hide behind the 

shed. 

Get the Size Right the First Time 

There are three sizes you'll come across most often, and choosing well saves you both money 

and regret. A 10ft container is the little one  great for a small section, a courtyard, or when you 

just don't have much to store. The 20ft is the workhorse and the most popular size in the 

country by a mile; it holds a serious amount and still fits on most driveways. The 40ft is the big 

unit for bulk storage, business inventory, or anything long and awkward. 

One tip people forget: if you're storing tall items or want to walk around comfortably inside, ask 

about high cube containers. They give you roughly an extra 30cm of height, which doesn't 



 

 

sound like much until you're trying to stack pallets or fit a workbench under a shelf. That bit of 

headroom changes how usable the space feels. 

Delivery Is Half the Job 

Here's something I genuinely didn't think about: getting a steel box weighing a couple of tonnes 

onto your property is not trivial. The truck needs room to manoeuvre, the ground needs to be 

firm and reasonably level, and there has to be clear access. A good supplier will talk you 

through all of this before delivery day rather than leaving the driver to figure it out in your 

driveway. 

This is exactly where buying local pays off. Tiger Containers NZ is Auckland-based but delivers 

right across the country, and their team sorts out door-to-door drop-off to suit your timeline. 

Because they buy in bulk and run their own depot network, the pricing on shipping containers 

for sale NZ wide stays genuinely competitive  they're not marking up a box they had to source 

from someone else. 

Think About the Future, Not Just Today 

The thing nobody tells you is that a container doesn't have to stay a plain storage box forever. 

Tiger Containers NZ has been modifying containers for over 30 years, turning them into site 

offices, sheds, workshops, granny flats, and even cafés and kitchens fitted with stainless 

benches and ventilation. So if there's any chance you'll want windows, a door, power, or 

insulation down the track, buy from a supplier who can do that work later. It's far easier than 

starting over. 

A Few Quick Checks Before You Buy 

• Confirm the grade  new or cargo-worthy second-hand  and ask to see condition details 

• Measure your space and pick the size with a bit of room to spare 

• Check truck access and whether your ground needs levelling first 

• Ask about delivery cost and timing upfront, not after you've paid 

• Find out if the supplier can modify the unit later if your needs change 

New vs. Hire: One More Decision Worth a Thought 

Before you commit to buying, it's worth being honest about how long you'll actually need the 

container. If it's for a short project  a renovation, a few busy months, a one-off event — hiring 

might make more sense than buying outright. You sidestep the upfront cost and you're not left 

with a box to sell later. But if you'll use it for years, buying wins easily; you stop paying rent and 

you own an asset that holds its value. The nice thing about a supplier like Tiger Containers NZ is 
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that they do both, so you can talk it through honestly rather than being pushed toward 

whichever suits the seller. 

In my case, I knew I'd want the container indefinitely, so buying was a no-brainer. But a mate of 

mine only needed storage while he extended his house, and hiring saved him a packet. Same 

product, different answer  it all comes down to your timeframe. 

A Word on Looking After It 

One of the best things about a container is how little maintenance it needs, but a few simple 

habits keep it in top shape for decades. Make sure it sits on firm, level ground so water drains 

away rather than pooling underneath. Keep the door seals clean and the hinges lightly oiled so 

it stays easy to open and properly watertight. And give the roof an occasional once-over to 

clear leaves or debris. That's honestly about it. Treat it reasonably and a quality container will 

outlast most things on your property. 

The Bottom Line 

A shipping container is one of those rare purchases that just keeps earning its keep. Get the 

grade and size right, buy from someone established who inspects their stock and handles 

delivery properly, and you'll have a secure, weatherproof asset that serves you for decades. 

Don't be shy about asking questions either a good supplier would far rather spend ten minutes 

helping you choose well than sell you the wrong thing. If you're weighing up your options, the 

friendly team at Tiger Containers NZ will give you a free quote and usually get back to you 

within 24 hours  a good place to start asking the questions I didn't know to ask the first time 

around. 

 


