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Abstract  
Small spaces can be both cozy and challenging, requiring smart organization to make them 
functional and inviting. This guide explores practical strategies to transform compact areas into 
efficient, stylish, and comfortable living environments. From decluttering to choosing the right 
furniture and storage solutions, it highlights how simple adjustments can create more space and 
reduce daily stress. Topics also include lighting, color schemes, and maintenance habits, 
ensuring small spaces feel open and fresh.  
 
With easy-to-follow ideas and actionable tips, this guide empowers you to maximize every 
corner of your home. Whether you live in a studio, apartment, or compact house, it offers 
valuable solutions for better living in small spaces. 

Getting Started  
Organizing small spaces begins with a shift in mindset—seeing limitations as opportunities for 
creativity. Before diving into furniture or décor, the first step is to assess what you truly need and 
let go of items that no longer serve a purpose. Decluttering not only clears physical space but 
also brings mental clarity. Next, consider the layout of your room and how each piece of 
furniture functions.  
 
Multi-purpose items, smart storage, and vertical solutions can dramatically expand your usable 
space. Good lighting and thoughtful color choices also help create the illusion of openness. By 
starting small and building consistent habits, you’ll turn even the tiniest space into a 
well-organized, comfortable, and stylish home. 

1. How Can Decluttering Help Maximize the Use of Small 
Spaces? 

Living in a compact (read: tiny) one bedroom with my fiancé and our two dogs sometimes 
resembles a giant game of Tetris. When it comes to cramming our lives, complete with hobbies, 
home cooking and my photography business, into 450 square feet organization is key. Here are 
a few of the ways that we manage. 

1. Build upwards. 
The thing that has made the single biggest difference in how we utilize our space (besides 
caving in and renting public storage) was to custom build a wall unit, doubling as my office and 
bookshelves, that extends all the way up to the ceiling. 



2. Take advantage of any dead space. 

 
We purchased sliding drawers to take advantage of the space under the bed, have storage 
boxes under the sofa and baskets to utilize the space over cabinets. 

3. Find storage offsite. 
This might sound crazy but our compromise between our Public Storage unit (which is a ways 
away) and in the apartment is the trunk of our car. Items like suitcases that are frequently used, 
relatively inexpensive and bulky tend to reside there full time. 

4. Prioritize. 
Even with the mild weather in California I rotate my wardrobe so that off season items don’t take 
up precious storage space, and while I have a wish list of kitchen appliances I only purchase the 
ones I know that I will use almost daily. We also pared down the dishes in the cupboard to five 
of each item and put the rest of the set into storage. 

5. Store things where you use them. 
We keep the bottle opener and other bar tools inside the ice bucket on our bar cart, the roll of 
trash bags at the bottom of the wastebasket and since our kitchen is without a single drawer our 
utensils are stored in our kitchen table. 



6. Be tidy. 
I know it goes without saying but a little bit of clutter can look like a lot in a small space and a 
pile of laundry quickly becomes a mountain, doing a little, often, makes a huge difference. 

7. Make it multifunctional. 
Multipurpose items, like our dining table with built-in storage and the desk we built into our wall 
unit help you get the most out of your space without leaving a huge footprint. 

8. Buy pieces you don’t mind looking at. 
This might sound like an excuse but I always spend just a little more to get household items that 
I don’t mind putting on display, this goes for everything from hand soap in pretty packaging to a 
stainless steel toaster, since I can see nearly everything all the time it’s worth a little extra up 
front to avoid staring at something I hate. 

9. Buy the smallest possible version of things like appliances. 
While I would love a barista style manual espresso machine, our little pod operated Nespresso 
makes so much more sense in terms of space. Buying smaller versions of appliances may seem 
limiting but so is giving up the counter space. 

10. Maximize the space you do have with space saving products. 
Products like huggable hangers and vacuum bags that are marketed to the clutter prone? They 
are your best friends. Investing in things that help you utilize the space you have really do add 
up. 

2. What Storage Solutions Work Best for Compact Living 
Areas? 

Maximizing storage in compact living areas requires a thoughtful approach that utilizes every 
available inch efficiently. By integrating creative storage solutions, you can transform even the 
smallest spaces into organized, functional environments. 

1. Embrace Vertical Space 
Walls are often underutilized in small spaces. Installing wall-mounted shelves, hooks, and 
pegboards can free up floor space while providing ample storage. For instance, narrow shelves 
can hold books, decor, or kitchen essentials, keeping them within easy reach without occupying 
valuable floor area. Additionally, vertical storage solutions like tall cabinets or hanging 
organizers maximize storage capacity without consuming horizontal space. 



2. Opt for Multi-Functional Furniture 

 
Furniture that serves multiple purposes is a game-changer in small spaces. Consider pieces like 
ottomans with hidden storage, coffee tables that double as desks, or beds with built-in drawers. 
These versatile items not only provide seating or sleeping arrangements but also offer 
concealed storage for items like blankets, books, or electronics. By selecting furniture that 
combines functionality with storage, you can reduce clutter and make the most of your available 
space. 

3. Utilize Under-Bed Storage 
The area beneath your bed is prime real estate for storage. Use bins, drawers, or rolling carts to 
store seasonal clothing, extra linens, or shoes. This hidden storage keeps items out of sight yet 
easily accessible, helping maintain a tidy and organized living area. Opt for low-profile storage 
solutions to ensure easy access and maximize the use of this often-overlooked space. 

4. Incorporate Hidden Storage Solutions 
Not everything in your home needs to be on display. Furniture with concealed compartments, 
such as storage benches or coffee tables with lift-up tops, can hide away items like remote 



controls, magazines, or electronics. This approach not only keeps your space organized but 
also adds a sleek, minimalist aesthetic to your decor. 

5. Optimize Closet Space 
Closets in small spaces often lack sufficient storage. Maximize closet efficiency by adding 
adjustable shelves, hanging organizers, or over-the-door racks. Utilize slim, non-slip hangers to 
increase hanging space and consider under-shelf baskets for smaller items. These 
enhancements can transform a cramped closet into a well-organized storage area. 

6. Declutter Regularly 
Maintaining an organized small space requires regular decluttering. Periodically assess your 
belongings and remove items that are no longer needed or used. This practice not only frees up 
physical space but also promotes a sense of calm and order in your living environment. 
Implementing a "one-in, one-out" rule can help prevent clutter from accumulating over time. 

7. Creative Storage Solutions 
Think outside the box to find unique storage options. For example, use decorative baskets or 
bins to store items under tables or in corners. Install hooks inside cabinet doors to hang 
cleaning supplies or accessories. Repurpose items like vintage trunks or suitcases as storage 
pieces that add character and functionality to your space. 

8. Maintain a Tidy Environment 
An organized space is easier to maintain when everything has its place. Implementing simple 
organizational systems, such as labeled bins or drawer dividers, can streamline daily routines 
and make it easier to find and store items. Encourage habits like returning items to their 
designated spots and tidying up regularly to keep your space clutter-free. 
 
By thoughtfully incorporating these storage solutions, you can maximize the functionality of your 
compact living area, creating a space that is both organized and inviting. Remember, the key is 
to utilize every available inch efficiently and to select solutions that align with your lifestyle and 
needs. 

3. How Does Furniture Selection and Placement Impact Small 
Space Organizations? 

If you have a tiny living space and wonder how you'll ever make all your belongings fit and still 
look nice, you have a couple of unique challenges to address. You're not alone in having to 
create a little design wizardry to camouflage your home's shortcomings. Most indoor spaces 
present one challenge or another. Making huge rooms look friendly, small rooms look bigger and 
long rooms look less linear is what keeps interior designers in business. They use tried-and-true 
tricks to fool the eye and make the best use of a room's natural assets. 



 
If this sounds a little like picking the best clothes to suit your body style, it is. When it comes to 
arranging furniture, you can disguise, flaunt and flatter small spaces with a couple of savvy 
furniture placement choices the way an artfully tied scarf can emphasize your face and draw 
attention away from those extra few pounds you gained over the holidays. 

 
When you're trying to cram an overstuffed sectional into a small living room, it's hard to 
appreciate the advantages of a small house or apartment, but small can be beautiful. It can be 
greener, more efficient and more economical, too. Let's take a look at a few secrets the pros use 
to give tiny spaces big style. If you think of your studio apartment or loft as a compromise choice 
with limited potential, think again. A change in perspective may have you embracing the little 
house look and turning your back on your long term plan to buy a McMansion in the burbs when 
the economy improves. 

Small Spaces Can Mean Big Things 
Small living rooms usually have big jobs to do. They're often the first room a visitor sees, which 
makes them central for moving through the space to other areas of your home. They have to be 
comfortable spots for entertaining and relaxing, too. As if that weren't enough, the living area 
may have to do double duty as the main television viewing area and as an auxiliary sleeping 
space for visiting friends and family. 
 
Before we start moving the furniture around, let's look at the room itself. Almost any living room 
will have something going for it. Either it has a nice view from the windows, a high ceiling, a 



fireplace, an appealing flooring style or even a quirky and interesting shape. It's easy to focus on 
everything that isn't ideal in a small room instead of playing up the positive elements like those 
listed above that you can make central to your design efforts. 
 
As for the rest of the room, think of it as the bare bones of your design, and create as clean a 
palette as you can. Small rooms look smaller when groaning under the weight of lots of dark or 
vivid colors. To create the best backdrop for your furniture, blend neutral colors and textures for 
use on the walls and flooring. Make sure the drapes are neutral, too. If you love bright colors, 
indulge yourself with the accessories. When it comes to the basics, neutrals rule in small 
spaces. 
 
Light is another element that can be of enormous help in enhancing the look and feel of your 
small living space. Don't cover up your light sources. Shaded, shadowy rooms look smaller than 
they are. They can also look cave-like and cramped. Use sheers instead of heavy drapes on 
your windows, and let the light in as much as possible. A great cheat here is to use mirrors to 
reflect natural illumination into the room's corners and down hallways. Even though mirrors can 
get expensive, you can use multiple small mirrors in wall groupings instead of investing in one 
large, expensive mirror. Light makes a natural focal point, too, so pay attention to the location of 
windows, skylights and electrical outlets. They'll be important when we start arranging the 
furnishings in the next section. 

Small Living Room Furniture Arrangements 
Whether you're downsizing from a larger house or making your first ever home in a small loft, it's 
important to realize that all living room furniture isn't compatible with all living rooms. Just 
because it's an upholstered chair doesn't mean that it will work in your space. Small rooms look 
best when outfitted with furnishings that are scaled down, either in their overall dimensions or in 
their spare, trim styling. This might require some compromise, especially if you're planning on 
using the furnishings you originally selected for a much larger home. 
 
Let's take a look at some common furnishings and see what works best in a small living room: 

●​ Chairs - Padded chairs with wide arms and lots of stuffing can look like hibernating 
grizzly bears in a small room. They give the impression of shapeless, swollen bulk. Lose 
the padding, overstuffed cushions, and huge prints or plaids. Opt for chairs with tall, 
narrow legs, straight backs and much less padding. Armless accent chairs work well, 
too. 

●​ Couches - It's always nice to find a place to stretch out and take a quick nap, but some 
small living rooms may be too shallow for a full-sized couch or sofa. A long sofa can be 
restrictive even if there is enough space. There may be only one practical spot for it, 
limiting your options. In an apartment building or condo, it may also be hard to maneuver 
a long couch around corners and down long hallways. Another alternative is to use one 
or two loveseats instead of a couch. Loveseats are more flexible because they can be 
placed across from one another, side-by-side, at 90-degree angles or even back to back. 



●​ Tables - Wooden tables add a lot of style and function to a room, but in a small space 
they can look large and clunky. To keep the space looking light and open, consider 
buying light wood, glass-topped or metal tables instead. You can also lose the table 
entirely and invest in an ottoman. Ottomans can function as tables with the addition of 
decorative wooden or glass trays. They can also be used as hidden storage for extra 
bedding. Oh, and you can rest your feet on them, too. 

●​ Lamps - Lamps add illumination, but table lamps in particular can make a small room 
look cluttered. Instead of using a table lamp, try one or two floor lamps. They have a 
thinner profile and look long, drawing the eye upward, always a good idea in close 
quarters. If you do want to display a table lamp, keep the other accessory elements 
nearby to a minimum. 

Tips for Arranging Furniture in a Small Space 

 
Walls can be wasted space; don't be afraid to use them! 
Now that you have an idea of what you want to bring to your small living space, let's discuss 
some common layouts. 

●​ Don't think square. One big complaint about small rooms is that they look like 
shoeboxes. Once you install a couch, chair and table, the angle of the walls and 
furnishings will shout boring to all comers before you've had a chance to say hello. One 
way to design out of the box is to construct a triangle in the space instead of placing 
furniture along the walls. Create a low area directly opposite the entrance with a 



hassock, bench or low table as one leg of the triangle. It will focus attention on the 
furniture arrangement at the heart of the room instead of the shape (and size) of the 
room itself. 

●​ Use corners to advantage. Corners are among the most underutilized and 
misunderstood areas in small rooms. They make excellent workstation and storage 
areas because they're out of the way, and in most rooms, they're wasted space. With the 
addition of a corner storage unit, computer station or decorative shelf, you can use every 
inch of the space and still keep things looking attractive and organized. 

●​ Go with the flow. Even though your living area is small, you'll still have to carve out 
enough room for people to move to, through and around the space. If you create a 
bottleneck into a dining area or around a recliner, the space will be less convenient to 
use and could even cause someone to take a tumble. Before you start moving the 
furniture around, make a drawing of the entrances and exits. Anticipate the way traffic 
will flow, and make sure to leave a generous pathway (28 inches or more) through the 
space. 

●​ Corral the clutter. In a large room, collections of items like candles and photo frames 
make the space look cozy and pulled together. The same collections in a small space 
can make it look jumbled and messy. With small spaces, scale is important, but so is a 
trim, streamlined look. If you like accent pieces, go for one spectacular focus piece, like 
a blown glass plate on a coffee table, over a grouping or collection. 

●​ Make conversational groupings. You can group furnishings to create appealing 
conversation areas in a small room as you would in a large one -- with a couple of 
exceptions. Light is your friend here and works well to anchor a grouping of two chairs, 
or a chair and a table. Avoid creating groups with room dividers, sofa tables and brightly 
colored area rugs that will segment and truncate the space. A light fixture, a tall vase on 
a table, pedestal planters and artwork on the walls will do the job while keeping the 
space open and airy.​
 

After some trial and error, you'll begin to see the potential in your small space and may come to 
think of it as charming instead of cramped. It's an adjustment, but some people relish the 
challenge. Small can be beautiful, and living in a small space will certainly encourage you to 
keep the closets organized, and that's always a good thing. 

4. What Role does Lighting and Color Play in Making a Space 
Feel Larger? 

You may lament the lack of space if you're in the process of decorating a small room, but there 
are plenty of reasons why small is better: small spaces are easier to decorate, easier to keep 
clean, and easier to organize. 
 
So what can you do to make a room look bigger? Think of easy fixes like clearing out clutter, 
adding reflective surfaces, choosing neutral colors, and more. 
 



Read on for more simple tips that will help you make a small room look bigger without breaking 
the bank. 

Clear Clutter 
There's nothing that makes a small space feel more cramped than having too much stuff. Work 
out ways to get collections out of view, organized behind doors, table skirts, or on shelves. 
With things neatly arranged and out of sight, the space that is in view will feel orderly and open. 

Keep Pathways Clear 

 
When furniture and accessories block the view into a room, it will look cramped. By moving 
furniture out and away from walkways, you'll open up the space and make it feel larger. 
You can also choose low-profile pieces of furniture like an ottoman, an armless open chair, or a 
low table, and place large, tall pieces along a wall rather than out in the open space. 
If you can see the floor, the room will look larger. 

Choose Soft, Light Colors 
Whereas dark, warm colors make space feel cozy and intimate, light, cool colors make space 
feel open and airy. For optimum effect, select soft tones of blue and green. 



Use a Neutral Color Scheme 
Choose colors that are in the same family, and use tone-on-tone woven upholstery fabrics, 
textured wall finishes, and tonal drapery fabrics. 
 
Cool colors and delicate warm colors on most surfaces give a small room a more open look. 

Coordinate Wall and Furniture Colors 
Contrasting colors tend to break up a space, making it appear even smaller than it is. 
Pieces of furniture that match the wall color are less jarring and tend to blend with the space, 
giving the illusion of a bigger room. 
 
Accent with natural wood and woven materials to complement an all-white room. 

Let in the Light 
Any room will look larger if it's well-lit, either by natural light or artificial lighting. 
Get rid of heavy draperies, and open up the windows to let the light of the outdoors into the 
space. 
Add more lamps or install track lighting or recessed lighting. 

Utilize Glass and Lucite 
Utilizing transparent materials will make any room feel larger. In a tiny bathroom, get rid of an 
opaque glass shower enclosure and substitute a clear, frameless one to increase the perception 
of space. 
 
Choose glass or Lucite for tabletops. An acrylic console table will practically disappear in a 
small entryway or living room. 
 
A dining or coffee table with a sturdy base of wood, stone, or metal and a glass top will make 
the room feel lighter. 

Add Reflective Surfaces 
Use a large framed mirror on a wall, or lean an oversized framed mirror against a wall. You'll get 
the same room-enlarging effect as a mirrored wall, but with more style.  
The room and light will be reflected, resulting in a more open feeling. Top a coffee table or side 
table with a piece of beveled plate mirror, or purchase a mirrored chest of drawers for a similar 
effect. 

Go Big 
Use a few large, simple pieces of furniture or accessories in place of several smaller pieces, 
which makes a small space look cluttered. 



With open space and large blocks of color, the room will appear to be more calm and 
comfortable. 

Keep the Upholstery Plain 

 
Select solid-colored upholstery for furniture instead of bold plaids, stripes, or prints. Use texture 
for interest and neutral tones whenever possible. 

Stick With Airy, Light Fabrics 
Sheer fabrics allow light to pass through window treatments, bed skirts, and table covers. If you 
want something other than plain colors, find soft floral vines or simple stripes to keep the look 
simple. 

What color makes a room look bigger?  
Pale neutrals such as white, cream, and beige as well as pastel colors such as light blue or 
green are go-to shades to make rooms feel bigger, airier, and brighter.  
But the opposite of a common decorating truth can also be true: try painting the walls, ceilings, 
and trim of a small room in a dark shade of navy, brown, gray, green, or black to blur the line 
between where walls begin and end, which can make a compact space feel bigger (and cozier).  



What patterns make a room look bigger? 
Bold horizontal stripes—either painted or on wallpaper—will make a room look wider. Vertical 
stripes will make the ceilings feel taller and create a more expansive feel. 

Where should you put your bed to make a small bedroom look 
bigger? 
The best place to put your bed to make a small bedroom look bigger depends on your layout. If 
possible, position the bed on the farthest visible wall from the doorway facing out to maximize 
floor space and allow the largest piece of furniture in your room to recede. 
 
If your layout requires that you line up the headboard against a side wall, choose the left or right 
side of the room depending on where your door is located. 
 
For example, if the door is located on the right wall, place the bed on the left wall to create a 
clear path from the door to the bed without bumping into it, which will block flow and encumber 
the space. 

5. How To Remove Rust Stains from Tiles and Maintain a 
Fresh, Clean Look? 

 
Tiles are a popular flooring choice among homeowners in Canberra due to their versatility, 
luxurious designs, durability and sturdiness. The best part is that tiled floors and walls are 
resilient against moisture buildup, stains and normal wear and tear. This can enhance the 
overall look and feel of your entire home, especially bathrooms and kitchens. 
 
However, cleaning dull and dingy tiles can be tedious, and abrasive cleaning tools and products 
might permanently deteriorate the finish. What’s more! Neglecting proper cleaning and 
maintenance can cause rust buildup, leading to cracks and other potential damage. The 
unwanted rust stains on tiles are often caused by extended contact with metal objects, 
condensation or high humidity, water exposure and improper maintenance. If you want to pass 
your rental inspection in ACT, pay attention to these stubborn stains and impress your landlord. 
Here is a practical guide to effectively eliminate rust stains from tiled surfaces like a pro. The 
best thing about this post is that it doesn’t include expensive products or chemically-laden 
sprays. All you need is eco-friendly cleaning products for spotless results! 
 
Let’s Get Started! 

1. Understanding the Nature of Rust on Tiles 
Whenever you see red or brown stains on your tile flooring or walls, understand their nature 
before applying any product. Rust is an iron oxide that appears when metal objects, such as 
tools, furniture, etc, come into prolonged contact with condensation and moisture. The oxidation 



of iron creates rust, transferring onto the tile flooring. The stains can penetrate deeper into your 
porous tile, making them look squalid and unappealing. 

 
It is important to understand the nature of rust, including its causes, on different tile types, to 
prevent further damage, especially when vacating your rental property. It is always good to take 
professional assistance for a best end of lease cleaning Canberra. They bring all the necessary 
supplies to tackle rust, mineral deposits and other stubborn stains without causing any damage 
to the surface. 

2. Adhering to Safety Precautions 
Whether using natural cleaning products or store-bought ones, ensure you prioritise safety 
when scrubbing rust stains. It is good to always wear gloves and a face mask to prevent 
irritation or allergy triggers. Also, open your doors and windows for proper ventilation, especially 
when using chemically laden products. 
 
It is good to opt for green alternatives that are safe and effective for removing stains from tiles 
and other delicate surfaces. 

3. Lemon and Salt: An Effective Natural Solution 
Like white vinegar, lemon juice is mildly acidic and high in citric acid. It can dislodge mineral 
deposits and rust stains from tile flooring and walls. Mix it with salt and gently scrub it over the 
affected area. The solution breaks down the brown stain and banishes lethal germs and 
bacteria- thanks to its antibacterial properties. 
 



Tip: This method is ideal for light stains. Ensure you rinse with water and wipe down with a 
microfiber cloth for an extra shine. 

4. Spray White Vinegar Solution 
If you are looking for an eco-friendly product for rust-laden tiles, use the power of white vinegar. 
It is a staple ingredient in your kitchen that works wonders in dislodging mineral deposits, 
grease, grime and rust from tiled surfaces. The acidic nature makes it effective in breaking down 
gunk without causing dullness, and that’s why many professional end of lease cleaners in 
Canberra carry vinegar in their caddy. Use this product to clean different appliances, windows, 
walls and other surfaces. 
 
Mix 2 tablespoons of vinegar with 4 tablespoons of warm water and a liquid dishwashing soap. 
Spray and let it sit for 5 minutes. Next, take a soft-bristled cloth or sponge for spotless results. 
Tip: Rinse and wipe dry the surface to prevent moisture buildup. 

5. Use Baking Soda for Gentle Scrubbing 
You can also use another natural cleaning product for rust removal. Baking soda can help you 
remove rust stains from all types of tiles without causing any damage. It is mildly abrasive and 
ideal for cleaning bathroom and kitchen tiles. 

●​ Mix baking soda with warm water to prepare a thick paste 
●​ Apply it to the affected area using a soft-bristled brush 
●​ Let it sit for 10-15 minutes 
●​ Use a sponge or brush to scrub the area, including the grout lines. 
●​ Rinse and wipe the surface. 

Tip: Keep your house clean and dry during monsoon to avoid condensation as it could lead to 
rust buildup. 

6. Toothpaste: A Mild Cleaning Agent 
Believe it or not! Toothpaste is a surprising product in this list. The whitening properties make it 
an effective cleaning agent when it comes to removing rust stains. You can use it with baking 
soda to prepare a thick paste and apply it over the rusty grout lines. Leave it for a few minutes, 
or scrub it with an old toothbrush. Gently scrub to prevent scratching or damage. You can also 
prefer hiring experts for a professional end of lease cleaning Canberra to retrieve your 
hard-earned deposited security during the end of your tenancy. 

7. Hydrogen Peroxide for Stubborn Stains 
Hydrogen peroxide is one of the best natural cleaning agents to combat tough rust stains and 
mould from tiles and grouts without leaving scratches or dullness behind. Apply only 3% 
hydrogen peroxide on the rust-laden tile and leave it for 10 minutes. Next, scrub with a brush or 
sponge in a circular motion. Rinse with warm water and dry the tiles to prevent mold infestation. 
Tip: Use this method on ceramic and porcelain tiles before conducting a patch test. 



8. Pumice Stone for Stained Porcelain Tiles 

 
Bring on a pumice stone instead of using any fancy or expensive scrubbing tool. It can help you 
remove stubborn rust stains from porcelain tiles with a bit of elbow grease. Wet the stone and 
rub it gently over the surface in a circular motion. Rinse and dry with a clean cloth. 
Tip: You can also use a magic eraser, a revolutionary cleaning tool, for scrubbing delicate 
surfaces. 

Wrapping up 
Rust stains on tiles can ruin your home’s overall look and feel. It is always good to prevent rust 
buildup with regular cleanups. Ensure you use tile sealants to prevent mineral deposits and act 
on spills immediately. You can follow the methods from this post to keep your tile flooring and 
walls gleaming using natural cleaning products. 
 

6. What Daily Habits Make It Easier to Keep Small Spaces 
Organized and Functional? 

Living in a small space comes with unique challenges, as clutter and disorganization can quickly 
make the area feel cramped and chaotic. Maintaining a functional and tidy environment requires 
consistent effort, but developing the right daily habits can make the process effortless. By 
adopting simple routines, you can create a home that feels spacious, organized, and 
comfortable, even in compact areas. 



One of the most important habits is putting things back in their designated place immediately 
after use. In a small space, leaving items out for even a short time can make the area appear 
cluttered. Whether it’s kitchen utensils, books, or clothing, returning items to their proper storage 
locations prevents the buildup of clutter and ensures everything is easily accessible when 
needed. 

Daily decluttering is another essential habit. Spending just 10–15 minutes a day assessing your 
belongings and removing anything unnecessary helps keep your space streamlined. In compact 
living areas, every item should serve a purpose, and unnecessary possessions can quickly 
occupy valuable space. This habit also fosters a mindset of intentional living, encouraging you 
to prioritize what truly adds value to your home. 

Making your bed and tidying your living areas each morning is a small action with a big impact. 
A neat bed instantly makes a room feel more organized and visually appealing. Similarly, 
straightening cushions, clearing surfaces, and wiping counters daily creates a sense of order 
that is maintained throughout the day. These small habits contribute to a more functional 
environment, reducing the effort needed for periodic deep cleaning. 

Implementing storage and organization routines daily ensures items stay in order. For example, 
sorting mail, organizing keys, or placing shoes in a designated rack each day prevents clutter 
accumulation. Using labeled bins, drawer dividers, and multi-purpose storage solutions can 
streamline these routines, making it easy to maintain organization without thinking too much 
about it. 

Cleaning as you go is a habit that works wonders in small spaces. Rather than letting tasks pile 
up, tackle small cleaning jobs immediately. Wipe down kitchen counters after preparing meals, 
rinse dishes right away, and tidy the bathroom after use. These incremental actions prevent 
mess from spreading and make your home feel fresh without overwhelming cleaning sessions. 

Bottom Line  
Maximizing small spaces requires more than just clever furniture or storage solutions—it’s about 
adopting intentional habits and thoughtful organization. By decluttering regularly, using 
multi-functional furniture, optimizing vertical and hidden storage, and maintaining daily routines, 
even the tiniest areas can feel spacious, functional, and inviting. Incorporating strategies like 
proper lighting, color coordination, and mindful upkeep enhances both aesthetics and efficiency. 
Ultimately, small-space living thrives on consistency, creativity, and practical planning. With the 
right approach, compact homes can be organized, stress-free, and comfortable, proving that 
size doesn’t limit style or functionality. 

References 
How can decluttering help maximize the use of small spaces? l The 10 Commandments of 
Keeping a Small Space Organized, Retrieved 15 Aug, 2020, From,  



https://www.apartmenttherapy.com/the-10-commandments-of-keeping-a-small-space-org
anized-202312 ​
 
What storage solutions work best for compact living areas? l 18 Creative Storage Ideas for 
Small Spaces to Get Organized, Retrieved 11 Dec, 2023, From,  
https://www.bhg.com/decorating/small-spaces/strategies/creative-storage-ideas-for-small
-spaces/ ​
 
How does furniture selection and placement impact small space organization? l Secrets to 
Arranging Furniture in a Small Space, Retrieved 2 May, 2024, From,  
https://home.howstuffworks.com/home-decor/decorating-styles-techniques/secrets-to-arr
anging-furniture-in-a-small-space.htm ​
 
What role does lighting and color play in making a space feel larger? l 11 Easy Ways to Make a 
Small Room Look Bigger, From,  
https://www.thespruce.com/make-a-small-room-look-bigger-1976069 ​
 
How to remove rust stains from tiles and maintain a fresh, clean look? l How To Remove Rust 
Stains From Tiles, Retrieved 20 Jan, 2025, From,  
https://www.bondcleaningincanberra.com.au/remove-rust-stains-from-tiles/ ​
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.apartmenttherapy.com/the-10-commandments-of-keeping-a-small-space-organized-202312
https://www.apartmenttherapy.com/the-10-commandments-of-keeping-a-small-space-organized-202312
https://www.bhg.com/decorating/small-spaces/strategies/creative-storage-ideas-for-small-spaces/
https://www.bhg.com/decorating/small-spaces/strategies/creative-storage-ideas-for-small-spaces/
https://home.howstuffworks.com/home-decor/decorating-styles-techniques/secrets-to-arranging-furniture-in-a-small-space.htm
https://home.howstuffworks.com/home-decor/decorating-styles-techniques/secrets-to-arranging-furniture-in-a-small-space.htm
https://www.thespruce.com/make-a-small-room-look-bigger-1976069
https://www.bondcleaningincanberra.com.au/remove-rust-stains-from-tiles/

	Abstract  
	Getting Started  
	1. How Can Decluttering Help Maximize the Use of Small Spaces? 
	1. Build upwards. 
	2. Take advantage of any dead space. 
	3. Find storage offsite. 
	4. Prioritize. 
	5. Store things where you use them. 
	6. Be tidy. 
	7. Make it multifunctional. 
	8. Buy pieces you don’t mind looking at. 
	9. Buy the smallest possible version of things like appliances. 
	10. Maximize the space you do have with space saving products. 

	2. What Storage Solutions Work Best for Compact Living Areas? 
	1. Embrace Vertical Space 
	2. Opt for Multi-Functional Furniture 
	3. Utilize Under-Bed Storage 
	4. Incorporate Hidden Storage Solutions 
	5. Optimize Closet Space 
	6. Declutter Regularly 
	7. Creative Storage Solutions 
	8. Maintain a Tidy Environment 

	3. How Does Furniture Selection and Placement Impact Small Space Organizations? 
	Small Spaces Can Mean Big Things 
	Small Living Room Furniture Arrangements 
	Tips for Arranging Furniture in a Small Space 

	4. What Role does Lighting and Color Play in Making a Space Feel Larger? 
	Clear Clutter 
	Keep Pathways Clear 
	Choose Soft, Light Colors 
	Use a Neutral Color Scheme 
	Coordinate Wall and Furniture Colors 
	Let in the Light 
	Utilize Glass and Lucite 
	Add Reflective Surfaces 
	Go Big 
	Keep the Upholstery Plain 
	Stick With Airy, Light Fabrics 
	What color makes a room look bigger?  
	What patterns make a room look bigger? 
	Where should you put your bed to make a small bedroom look bigger? 

	5. How To Remove Rust Stains from Tiles and Maintain a Fresh, Clean Look? 
	1. Understanding the Nature of Rust on Tiles 
	2. Adhering to Safety Precautions 
	3. Lemon and Salt: An Effective Natural Solution 
	4. Spray White Vinegar Solution 
	5. Use Baking Soda for Gentle Scrubbing 
	6. Toothpaste: A Mild Cleaning Agent 
	7. Hydrogen Peroxide for Stubborn Stains 
	8. Pumice Stone for Stained Porcelain Tiles 
	Wrapping up 

	6. What Daily Habits Make It Easier to Keep Small Spaces Organized and Functional? 
	Bottom Line  
	References 

